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WHAT IS SHARP?

SHARP is the Safety Helmet Assessment and Rating Programme. By
law all helmets must meet minimum safety standards, but SHARP goes
beyond these basic requirements to provide an independent assessment
of how well a helmet performs over and above the minimum legal
requirements.

SHARP awards a safety rating of 1 to 5 stars — those with 5 offer the
highest level of protection. However, no matter what its safety rating
might be, a helmet must fit the rider correctly; so SHARP provides
guidance on selecting one that fits.

WHAT RESEARCH UNDERPINS SHARP?

SHARP stems from international research that looked at 253 motorcycle
road accidents. Replicating accidents in laboratory conditions determined
the location, frequency and severity of impacts to helmets.

WHAT THE STARS MEAN

By using the findings of this research and using industry standard test equipment
and procedures that are established in regulations, SHARP highlights the better
performing helmets in the market place. Our laboratory subjects helmets to

more demanding impacts than regulations require and by providing a rating, we
highlight those likely to perform significantly better in real world road collisions.

HELMET TYPES AND LATCH PERFORMANCE

FULL FACE HELMET
A single piece, solid form construction helmet.

SYSTEM (MODULAR/FLIP-UP) HELMET

A helmet with a moveable part that covers the lower face.

LATCH PERFORMANCE

Percentage of impacts where the chin guard remained fully locked.

For further information and the full list
of helmet ratings please go to: sharp.dft.gov.uk
or scan this code >>
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